Spring/Summer2017

NEWSLETTER
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 till Noon
Phone: 905-945-2253 Ext. 391

It is my pleasure to issue my first ‘Presidents Letter’ to you all via the Auxiliary
Newsletter.
Some encouraging news is on the street in May about the government’s release of
funding for hospitals in the province and HHS will receive a portion of that funding.
How much funding for HHS is expected to be known within a week or so, but how
much of that will be earmarked for WLMH, is about six to eight months away.
It was announced the WLMH is now on the province’s list of facilities allowed to
engage in ongoing discussions with the MoH on rebuilding.
All encouraging news, but typically, none of this happens quickly so we will continue the work we
are currently doing, to provide support services to patients and staff, and raise funds for much
needed equipment.
Our current pledge for equipment is $190,000.00 covering a bathing unit and lift, endoscopy suite
equipment and a portable digital x-ray machine.
In reviewing the auditors report presented at the AGM and in talks with Judy our treasurer, I am
extremely pleased to tell you that I have inherited a very financially stable Auxiliary. All credit for
this goes to all my predecessors and to the entire auxiliary for all their hard work.
However, whilst our financial position is sound, let us not be complacent. When this current
pledge of $190,000.00 is honoured, our bank balance will be much reduced. The fundraising
committee have already met to discuss new events. I have written to, and received, a most
encouraging reply, asking that we be considered for a donation again this year from the Rankin
Run for Cancer. I will pursue donations from industries within the Grimsby area who are
philanthropic and community investors and we will have our Gift Shop and Coffee Shop
contributions to swell the coffers for our ongoing efforts.
Hopefully the remainder of spring will dry up and be beautiful and likewise the summer. Summer
quiets down for the Auxiliary, so Roz and I are again heading to Massachusetts and 2 grandsons,
but thanks to the marvels of modern communications, I can keep in touch 24/7 with the goings on
in and around Grimsby and the Auxiliary. Marlene, our PP., and Barb our new VP, will fill the void
seamlessly. I regret I’ll miss the Strawberry Tea this year. There is something very soothing about
eating fresh strawberry shortcake with cream and drinking a cup of fine hot tea on a sunny day.
If you see me around the hospital, please come and introduce yourself, I promise I won’t bite!
Have a great summer!
Fred Lilley, President
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Past President’s Message:
It was an honour for me to serve as President for the
past two years. I would like to thank everyone for
helping me make those years productive, interesting
and fun. Your support and friendship during this time
has meant more than I can say and I feel so proud to be
associated with such a terrific group of people.
I look forward to spending the next two years as Past
President working and helping our new President Fred
Lilley. Fred comes with lots of business and volunteer
experience and has a good feel and understanding of the auxiliary. I know
he is going to do a great job.
I will continue to volunteer outside the board in fundraising and in the
coffee shop when needed. I will also be in the auxiliary office on Thursday
mornings as Shirley Decaire is semi-retiring from the auxiliary but she will
continue to manage greeting cards and still be available when needed as
a spare for the office or front desk. She will be missed in the office.
My e-mail address and phone number will remain the same, so please feel
free to contact me at any time.
Thank you again for a terrific two years.
Marlene Morais
Past President
marlenewlma@gmail.com
(905) 563-4606

DID YOU KNOW??
If you know of someone who
moves into Maplecrest,
WLMA will receive $1000 if
they say they were referred
by a member of the auxiliary.

WANTED!!
Next Issue
November, 2017
Rosalind Lilley
Editor/Designer
Spring/Summer 2017

Photographer
A volunteer to to take
pictures at all of our events.

Auxiliary
Volunteer Co-ordinator Report:

Our suggestion box is in the
Front Lobby for anyone who has
a BRIGHT IDEA!

PHOTO ID BADGE DAYS AT
WLMH
Photo ID badges will be offered
on the following dates in the
swing office located in the
basement across from stores.

No appointment necessary.
June 2 11am-3pm
August 2 8am-12pm
September 21 11am-3pm
November 29 8am-12pm

**ALLERGY ALERT**
Due to a hospital staff member
having severe allergies to bananas,
volunteers are not to bring any
bananas or banana-containing
food/beverages onto the WLMH
premises.

Our AGM held on April 18th, was a great evening
when we presented the awards to the dedicated
volunteers who play such a vital role in the West
Lincoln Memorial Hospital.
A special part of the evening this year was
recognizing the 10 volunteers who have given 40
or more years to the Auxiliary. The dedication and
contribution of those volunteers is simply
outstanding!
The delicious dinner enjoyed by all following the
awards and served by the wonderful volunteer
hospital staff, was very much appreciated. Our
deepest “Thank you” to West Lincoln Memorial
and their staff for their kind generosity.
At the present time we have 225 members on the
Membership Roster – composed of 171 Active
members and 54 Inactive. In the Winter months
we had a few months with no new members,
however, lately we are averaging 2 per month. We
warmly welcome the new volunteers joining our
team!
A huge Thank You to all the volunteers for their
commitment and dedication. The hospital
continually tell us how much they appreciate our
help.
To everyone – have a HAPPY AND HEALTHY
SUMMER!

Anna Orr

There are signs posted at all
entrances to the hospital as a
reminder.

*IMPORTANT NOTE FROM ANNA*

Your strict adherence to this
request is required.

CHANGES to Names, Addresses, Telephone

If you have any questions or
concerns, please speak to Kelly
Vaillancourt in the hospital
Thanks for your cooperation.

Numbers or email Addresses
PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE AND INFORM
THEM OF ANY OF THESE CHANGES.
We cannot keep you informed of upcoming
events if we have the wrong information.

********

Vendor Program
The WLMA vendor program runs
March to June, and September to
December. It has been quite busy
this spring with a wide variety of
vendors,15 are currently
scheduled, including Costco, BioPed, Scentsy, Sweet Legs, Purple
Puddle and Crystal Creations who
will be selling items. All money
raised from this program supports
the current WLMA equipment
pledge.
Jill Howe

The Marathon Bridge Dessert Party was held on
Thursday, April 20th with 68 people attending.
Even though it was a rainy day it was a
successful event.
The winners for 2016 - 2017were:
Group 1 - Marlies Bartsch - Vera de Latt
Group 2 - Val Simington -Sely Trail
Couples - Ian and Judy Steel
We are looking for more players next year to
join us.
Barbara Phelps - Convenor

OR Services
There are two new volunteers on
the OR desk. Angela Mus and
Debbie Senft have joined our group.
Welcome to the OR area.
Carol Knox, OR Coordinator

Greetings from all of us at H.E.L.P.P.
We are doing exceptionally well and that is due
to the dedicated group of volunteers who
donate their time
to support H.E.L.P.P.
A huge thank you to all.

2017 HAAO Golden Horseshoe
Spring Conference
The spring conference on April 26
was well attended with 88 people
enjoying the day. WLMA had 18
members attend. The morning key
note speaker was HHS President
Rob MacIsaac and he informed us
about Healthcare Trends and
Challenges. The afternoon speaker
was both informative and
humourous as he told the group
about Healthy Aging. Presidents
from the 12 auxiliaries/associations
in the GHR talk about their groups
and services they provide to their
hospitals.
Jill Howe

Also, we send Happy Anniversary wishes to
Gord and Shirley Riding
who will be celebrating 64 years of marriage in
May.
Dianne Hogg.

The Coffeeshop has done crisp business in
recent weeks. Thanks to our wonderful staff
and students we are able to open weekdays and
most weekends.
We now have new coffee airpots that are getting
rave reviews, stop by and try them out.
Looking forward to serving you.
Frieda Engelage.

2017 Service Award Recipients
Presented at the AGM & Appreciation Event on April 18, 2017
500 Hours

Jane Stojkiewicz

Joyce Laidlaw
Carol Kasza

Wayne Sutton

Donna Atkinson

1000 Hours

Murray Alexander

Eva Annable

Dianne Hogg

Norm Laidlaw

Carol Knox

Marlene Morais

Alicia Kubrynski

Barb McDermid

2000 Hours

Jean Moore

John Riddell

2017 Service Award Recipients
Presented at the AGM & Appreciation Event on April 18, 2017

3000 Hours

Lois Hanson

4000 Hours

Jean Mann

7000 Hours

Anne Marie Heywood

Shirley Decaire

Diane Boustead

Barb Phelps

9000 Hours

10000 Hours

Anna Orr

Judy Jordan

Theresa Cheverie

SPECIAL RECOGNITION
AWARD

AGM & APPRECIATION EVENT

2017 Service Award Recipients
Presented at the AGM & Appreciation Event on April 18, 2017

LONG SERVICE AWARDS
40 YEARS

41 YEARS

43 YEARS

Absent
Marjorie Comfort Betty Sandwell Donna Wilson

Joan Biggs - Ceris Melbourne - Mary
Giesbrecht - Betty McChesney (Absent)

Lois Davis

45 YEARS

Judy Jordan

Mary Giesbrecht

Barb Phelphs

Carol Knox

Shirley Soltesz Anne Marie Heywood

OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDS

Lynn Riding

Dianne Hogg

Our Student Volunteers
Three more students have reached significant
totals in their volunteering hours.

100 Hours
200 Hours

Angie Morris
Eden Griffin
Hannah Alkema

Thirteen students attended the Annual
General Meeting and Dinner on April 18.
Those that attended were 8 student
volunteers, 4 scholarship winners and a
former scholarship winner.
Above left to right: the current scholarship
winners - Miles Lambert, Neha Gulati, Krithika
Srikanth, Hannah Alkema, and a past
scholarship winner – Hussain Syed. All of
these young people are from Grimsby and the
surrounding communities.

Carol Knox, Student Volunteer Coordinator
Photo’s courtesy Eden Griffin
Miles is graduating from Grimsby Secondary School and will be attending university to study Kinesiology.
After that, he plans to attend medical school with the hopes of becoming a G.P. He summarized his
thoughts about volunteering in the following quote from an unknown author. “No one is more cherished in
this world than someone who lightens the burden of another. Thank you.”
Neha is graduating from Grimsby Secondary School and will be attending Western University to pursue a
dual degree program in Health Sciences and Business Administration. After that, she plans on a career in
Health Policy. Neha made the following statement about volunteering. “Everyone faces challenges and
problems in their life and no-one should ever have to go through them alone. That’s why I believe it’s
important to help others in any way you possibly can. Volunteering gives you the opportunity to help people
in your community and support them through their challenges. It’s an opportunity to pass on the kindness
and compassion that others have displayed to you.”
Krithika is graduating from Beamsville Secondary School and will be attending Western University to study
Medical Sciences. After the program she plans to go to medical school in the hopes of becoming a
radiologist. Krithika expressed the following thoughts about volunteering. “There are moments that make
this job very meaningful to me, like when patients greet me with a smile of recognition every week that I
come in to the ward. When patients that I talked to often tell me they loved seeing me every week before
they leave, it’s a rewarding feeling that reminds me why I began volunteering in the first place”
Hannah is graduating from Guido de Bres Christian High School and will be attending Niagara College to
study to be a law clerk hoping to pursue a career in this field. Her thoughts on volunteering are “I decided
to volunteer at the hospital because I thought it would be a good opportunity to help the community.
Volunteering is important because it makes you happier and increases your self confidence. It’s a great
way to give back to the community and help people out.”
Hussain was the scholarship winner 4 years ago. He is graduating from McMaster University this year. He
will be entering medical school at one of the many choices he has.

Auxiliary Gift Shop

“Where your purchase makes a difference”

Our 6th annual Lasagna Dinner held
on February 10 and catered again
by Brad Rempel and his crew
ensured we had another successful
event.
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Bake Sale held in Front Lobby
on April 13 netted $538.50.
Thanks to all the baker’s and
customer’s.

AGM & Appreciation Event
Front row, leaning on counter – Sally Kerec / Kristen Diliberto / Ashleigh
Del Bianco / Sheila Clark (chef assistant)
Back row – Audra McMaster / Rebecca MacFarlane / Laura Bosch / Anders
Kahn (chef assistant) / Brad Rempel (chef) / Lisa Ballantyne / Agnes Hyma
(chef assistant) / Vikki Metler / Mark Michener
Not in picture: Cindy MacDonald and Debbie Thwaites

HAAO Spring Conference
held at the
Casablanca Winery Inn
on
April 26, 2017.

Ongoing
Knitter’s Needed!
Looking for knitter’s to knit
baby hats for new babies
born at West Lincoln.
Pattern and wool available
in the Auxiliary office.

The VENDORS are back!
Vendors offer interesting items
for sale in our lobby. The rent
from this space supports WLMA
equipment fundraising, so if you
see someone in our lobby,
please have a look at their
display and maybe they will be
offering something that you
really need or want.
Jill Howe

INACTIVE MEMBERS

Please notify our office….

Just a reminder that your yearly $10
dues can be paid by making a cheque
payable to WLM Auxiliary and mailing
it to:

It is very important to notify the
auxiliary office if you have any
changes to your address, phone
number or email address.

WLM Auxiliary
169 Main Street East
Grimsby, Ontario
L3M 1P3

Our Telephone and Newsletter
Conveners need up-to-date
information.
Thank You!
www.wlmauxiliary.ca
email: annawlaux@gmail.com

Your New Membership card will be

Upcoming Events
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CELEBRATE CANADA!
Raffle Draw

To be drawn at the Strawberry Tea
Tickets on sale in the Auxiliary office or
during the tea.

Event Dates
June 14 - Strawberry Tea
September 8 - Soiree de Vin
October 28 - Craft Show
November 23 - 24 - Poinsettia Sale
December 2 - Santa Claus Parade
December 9 - Breakfast with Santa

Congratulations
To volunteers celebrating big Events!

Shirley & Gord Riding

Celebrated their 64th Anniversary
May 30, 2017
Auxiliary members Marie McNiven
and her daughter Kelly Spence
are participating in the Peach Bud
Run on June 27th in support of
Project X-Ray at WLMH.
Pledges accepted!!
905-563-8542

Winner of our Soiree des Vin Live
Auction held on November 25 was
Val Fleming. Her prize of a Catered
Dinner for 10 prepared and served
by Carla Reid and Marie McNiven.
This delicious meal was enjoyed by
Val and friends on March 10th.

WELCOME

To our newest volunteers
James McGuinnuss

Diane Park

Kathryn Andrew

Wendy Hollinshead

Debbie Senft

Maya Urban

Thank you for donating your valuable time, energy and talents to our Auxiliary.

Sympathy

Our Condolences go out to
The family of Rachel Hamilton.
Sharlene Aldridge on the loss of her brother.
Liz Willson on the loss of her mother.
The family of Howard Clausen

